
MINUTES 
WILLMAR POLICE COMMISSION 

Friday, June 4, 2021 
 
 

A meeting of the Willmar Police Civil Service Commission was held on Friday, June 4, 2021, 
at the Law Enforcement Center in Willmar.   
 
Present were Police Civil Service Commission members President Dennis Anfinson, Vice 
President Mike Kubesh, and Secretary Earline Schulstad.  Police Chief Jim Felt and 
Administrative Assistant Sue Edwards were also present.   
   
The meeting was called to order by President Anfinson at 9:00 a.m.   
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Kubesh, seconded by Commissioner Schulstad, to 
approve the April 22, 2021 minutes as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
The Commission was presented with the background investigations done on the top six 
candidates currently on the eligibility register.  The Chief explained that one of the 
candidates had asked to be removed from the eligibility register, as he had been offered a 
job with the Hutchinson Police Department. 
 
Discussion followed on the completed background investigations.  Commissioner Kubesh 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Schulstad, to certify the top six names to the 
appointing authority, with the recommendation to offer conditional offers for a police officer 
position to Jacob Van Dyken, Cortez Arredondo and David Vierling, upon successful 
completion of psychological and physical testing.  Motion carried. 
 
Chief Felt explained that there were two applicants who were interviewed for the Forensic 
Technology Analyst position on May 20, 2021, with Commissioner Schulstad participating in 
those interviews.  After discussion of qualifications, etc., Commissioner Kubesh made a 
motion, seconded by Commissioner Schulstad, to recommend hiring Ross Smeby for the 
position.  Motion carried 
 
Chief Felt explained that with Sgt. Mike Jahnke retiring in January, it will leave a vacant 
sergeant position within the department.  He requested authorization to start the 
promotional process in the next few months to have a promotional register ready by the time 
Sgt. Jahnke retires.  Commissioner Kubesh made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Schulstad, to authorize Chief Felt to begin the promotional process for sergeant.  Motion 
carried 
 
Miscellaneous 
 
Chief Felt informed the Commission that he received Officer Gene Schneider’s official notice 
of retirement today, which is effective June 30, 2021.   
 
Officer Alex Anderson is once again organizing the Community Day event.  This year he has 
partnered with the Stingers and the event will be held August 7th, prior to the Stingers game. 
 



With restrictions being lifted by the Governor, Coffee with the Cops will start up again 
sometime this summer. 
 
The state-wide Police Explorers conference/competition was cancelled for the second year 
due to Covid.  Detective Ben Hanneman set up an Explorers Academy, which was held four 
Saturdays in May, where a variety of topics were covered.  The final Saturday consisted of 
awards given out, Chief Felt speaking, and parents being invited for coffee and cake.  
 
There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner 
Schulstad, seconded by Commissioner Kubesh.  The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
Secretary Earline Schulstad 
   by Sue Edwards 


